The Wedding Preparation

A Personal Yom Kippur
The holiest day of the year is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. It is a fast day on which
each person reviews in depth all of his past actions.
Since on the day of one’s wedding God forgives the bride and groom of all of their
previous transgressions, it is seen as a private Yom Kippur for the couple.
They fast until the ceremony; add Yom Kippur confessions to their afternoon prayers;
recite the book of Psalms, asking for forgiveness for the wrongdoing of their youth,
committed knowingly or unknowingly, before starting their new life together.
Previously each had been but a half person, now with the hour of marniage, they resume
their original wholeness, a new and pure soul is again to be theirs,
Standing under the chuppah their life destiny is set, all past reckoning erased.

< Jar 1 .
In Jewish thought Isracl was married to G-d under the chuppah of cloud on Mount Sinai

and the Torah given was the teaching on how the marriage relationship was to be
conducted.

Thinking now from a wedding perspective; there is a build up through the month of Elul to
a high point plateau on Feast of Trumpets. The trumpet is sounded each morning
throughout Elul (29 days) with a great sounding on the next day, the 1% of Tishrei (1 day)
Greeting on this day L’Shana Tova Tika Tevu Ve Tehatemu. May your name be written in
the Book of Life, and your balance sheet signed. (may your name be on the guest list)

From the Feast of Trumpets another build up of soul searching (9 days) until Yom Kippur,
the Day of Atonement. (1 day) (Putting things right with the relatives and family)

From the Day of Atonement another period of expectation until Sukkot, the Feast of
Tabernacles. A very busy time of last minute preparations, getting the Sukkah (the booth})
erected, and decorations for it, buying the lulav, nothing but the best.

Then there is the 7 days of the festival followed on the 8" day with the final high point of
Simchat Torah. RS l—\emnﬂ; Q--{-;,e/a‘--
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Every morning duning Elul the shofar 1s sounded. The purpose is to wake
people up for what is ahead.

On the first day of the seventh month the last trumpet is sounded.

It is the feast of trumpets.

One of the names of the feast of trumpets is “The wedding of the Messiah™.
The month of Elul is a month of preparation for the wedding feast of
Messiah.

Elul is the month of preparation to meet the King and the Bridegroom.

One of the interpretations of the Hebrew name Elul is that it stands for

A'ni L'dodi, V’dodi L’I  “I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine” SS 6:3

The Sound of the Shofar

Is a wakeup call to repent and to draw near to God. It is a reminder of the
substitute sacrifice, the lamb caught in a thicket that Abraham saw, which
saved the life of Isaac by 4a |~:.‘vu1 his [0[“(1‘3

By taking his place. i

There are four different sounds.

Tekiah - the long straight shofar blast. It 1s the sound of a king’s coronation,
to proclaim

That God is King.

Shevarim - three medium wavering blasts - is the sobbing cry of a heart -
yearning to connect. Crying out to God from the depths of the soul.

Teruah - ten short blasts in quick succession, reminds us of an alarm clock,
arousing us.

Tekiah Gedolah - the great tekiah a single unbroken blast held as long as
possible.
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THE BLOWING OF THE SHOFAR

Though the recounting of God’s judgment is an emotion-
al moment, it is not at all the central point of the service.
This exalted moment comes when the shofar is sounded,
calling the people to repentance.

So central is this moment to Rosh Hashanah that the
rabbis even speculated that the very redemption of Israel
would come through the ram’s horn: “The Holy One, blessed
be He, said to Abraham: ‘Your children are destined to be
caught by the nations and entangled in troubles . . . but
they will ultimately be redeemed through the horns of the
ram’ " (Leviticus Rabbah 29:10).

As with many other significant Jewish customs, there
were many interpretations of the blowing of the shofar; so
many, in fact, that in the ninth century, Saadia Gaon, a
leading Babylonian rabbi and scholar, codified the ten main
reasons it is blown on the feast of Trumpets: ’

o Roshh Ha

1. Trumpets are sounded at a coronation and God is
hailed as King on this day. )

2. The shofar heralds the beginning of a penitential sea-
son (from Rosh Hashanah to the Day of Atonement).

3. The Torah was given on Sinai accompanied by blasts
of the shofar.

4. The prophets compare their message to the sound of
the shofar.

S. The conquering armies that destroyed the Temple
sounded trumpet blasts.

6. The ram was substituted for Isaac.

7. The prophet asks: “If a trumpet is blown in a city,
will not the people tremble?” {Amos 3:6).

8. The prophet Zephaniah speaks of the great “day of
the Lord” (Judgment Day) as a “day of trumpet and
battle cry” (Zephaniah 1:14, 16).

9. The prophet Isaiah speaks of the great shofar whi¢h
will herald the messianic age (Isaiah 27:13).

10. The shofar will be sounded at the resurrection.’

The blowing of the shofar is the rallying call of Rosh
Hashanah. Because it is not an easy instrument to master,
a Jewish congregation often goes to great lengths to locate
an accomplished expert, known as a Ba'al Tekiah, to
sound the trumpet on Rosh Hashanah.

The Wedding Preparation

A Personal Yom Kippur

The holiest day of the year is Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. It is a fast day on which
each person reviews in depth all of his past actions.

Since on the day of one’s wedding God forgives the btide and groom of all of their
previous transgressions, it is seen as a private Yom Kippur for the couple.

They fast until the ceremony; add Yom Kippur confessions to their afternoon prayers;
recite the book of Psalms, asking for forgiveness for the wrongdoing of their youth,
committed knowingly or unknowingly, before starting their new life together.

Previously each had been but a half person, now with the hour of marriage, they resume
their original wholeness, a new and pure soul is again to be theirs.

Standing under the chuppah their life destiny is set, all past reckoning erased. N



Notes on the Jewish Wedding
Rabbi Mordechai Becher

The next stage is known as the Chuppah or canopy. The chuppah is a
decorated piece of cloth held aloft as a symbolic home for the new couple. It
is usually held outside, under the stars, as a sign of the blessing given by G-
d to the patriarch Abraham, that his children shall be “as the stars of the
heavens.” The groom is accompanied to the chuppah by his parents, and
usually wears a white robe known as a kittel, to indicate the fact that for the
bride and groom, life is starting again with a clean white slate, since they are
uniting to become a new entity without past sins. '

S

While the bride comes to the chuppah with her parents, a cantor sings a

selection from the Song of Songs, and the groom prays that his unmarried

friends find their true partners in life. When the bride arrives at the chuppah

she circles the groom 7 times with her mother and future mother-in law, Je. 3/-22
while the groom continues to pray. This symbolises the idea of the woman Fov. e Lovel
being a protective, surrounding light of the household, that illuminates it %= (" o e
with understanding and love from within and protects it from harm from e eavitn. A
outside. ' Woman Shall encompas |
The number 7 parallels the seven days of creation, and symbolises the fact amEn (TrsGuwt)

that the bride and groom are about to create their own new world together.
The chuppah and the sukkah are both temporary, outside, able to see the
stars, and symbolic of a dwelling.

Number 7: 7" month, 7days of sukkot, and 7 circling’s of the groom.
ol vevolves 7 dimes in | etk
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